
Champaign                   

Controlled Choice 

Providing Options and                  

Opportunities For All Children 

The mission of the Champaign 
Unit 4 School District, in 
partnership with the community, is 
to guide all students in gaining 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
necessary to direct their lives, 
improve a diverse society, and 
excel in a changing world by 
providing dynamic, resource-rich 
learning environments and 
experiences in which people and 

 

Champaign Unit 4            

Elementary Schools 

Barkstall Elementary               
2201 Hallbeck Drive             
Champaign, Illinois 61822      
(217) 373-5580 

Bottenfield Elementary               
1801 South Prospect 
Avenue             Champaign, 
Illinois 61820      (217) 351-

Carrie Busey Elementary               
1605 West Kirby Avenue            
Champaign, Illinois 61821      
(217) 351-3811 

Dr. Howard Elementary               
1117 West Park Avenue             
Champaign, Illinois 61821      
(217) 351-3866 

Garden Hills Elementary               
2001 Garden Hills Drive             
Champaign, Illinois 61821      
(217) 351-3872 

Kenwood Elementary               
1001 South Stratford Drive             
Champaign, Illinois 61821      
(217) 351-3815 

Robeson Elementary               
2501 Southmoor Drive             
Champaign, Illinois 61821      
(217) 351-3884 

South Side Elementary               
712 South Pine Street             
Champaign, Illinois 61820      
(217) 351-3890 

Stratton Elementary                
902 North Randolph Street             
Champaign, Illinois 61820      
(217) 373-7330 

Washington Elementary               
606 East Grove Street             
Champaign, Illinois 61820      
(217) 351-3901 

Westview Elementary               
703 South Russell Street             
Champaign, Illinois 61821      
(217) 351-3905 

Champaign Unit 4            

Middle Schools 

Edison Middle School              
306 West Green Street         
Champaign, Illinois 61820      
(217) 351-3771 

Franklin Middle School               
817 North Harris Avenue     
Champaign, Illinois 61820      
(217) 351-3819 

Jefferson Middle School               
1115 South Crescent Drive   
Champaign, Illinois 61821      
(217) 351-3790 

Early Childhood         

Education Program 

Champaign Early          
Childhood Education    
Program                             
809 North Neil Street                             
Champaign, Illinois 61820                        
(217) 351-3881 

Champaign Unit 4            

Administrative Offices 

Mellon Administrative   
Center                                 
703 South New Street             
Champaign, Illinois 61820      
(217) 351-3800 

Marshall K. Berner 
Family Information Center          
405 East Clark Street           
Champaign, Illinois 61820      
(217) 351-3701 
Email Address:  
u4fic@champaignschools.or
g 

Hours:                                       

Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday: 9:00 am-4:30 pm  

Thursday: 9:00 am-7:00 pm 

Visit us on the web at: 

http://www.champaignschools.or
g 

Will my child receive transportation services? 

Illinois statutes require that transportation be 
provided for students living more than 1.5 miles from 
their school assignment.  In addition, the District 
provides transportation for students living closer than 
1.5 miles if IDOT confirmed hazardous walking 
conditions exist between home and school.   

Questions regarding Champaign Controlled 

Choice may be directed to: 

Champaign Community Schools                           
Family Information Center                                         
405 East Clark Street                                              

Champaign, Illinois 61820 

Phone:  (217) 351-3701                                            
Fax:  (217) 373-7315                                              
Email:  u4fic@champaignschools.org                   
Hours:   Mon-Wed and Fri: 9:00 am-4:30 pm    

 Thurs 9:00 am-7:00 pm or by appointment                 

Revised 1/29/09 

Arthur R. Culver                                                           

Superintendent of Schools 



CHAMPAIGN UNIT 4 SCHOOL DISTRICT 

We believe that:  

 All individuals have value. 

 All individuals have something to contribute. 

 Understanding cultural diversity and 

individual differences leads to a better 
society for everyone. 

 Learning is a life long process essential to 
thriving in a changing world. 

 When people commit to a common vision, 
they will achieve it. 

 A fundamental education for all is essential 
to a democratic society. 

 Accountability for one’s actions is necessary 
to sustain community and personal integrity. 

 Nurturing relationships are vital to emotional, 
psychological, and physical well being.  

Elementary/Middle School 

The Champaign Unit 4 School District has 
adopted the Schools of Choice program as its 
student assignment method.  This plan gives 
parents/guardians of all students the opportunity 
to apply for admission to a variety of elementary 
and middle schools, each with its own unique 
learning environment.  The Schools of Choice 
plan affects students who are entering 
kindergarten and 6th grade, new to the District, 
and students who request a voluntary school 
transfer.   

Fifth grade students enrolled in one of the eleven 
elementary schools are automatically assigned to 
a middle school cluster that have been grouped 
together to ensure that each middle school has a 
balanced student body that reflects the diversity of 
the school district.   

Cluster Schools 

Edison Middle School—Bottenfield, Carrie 
Busey, South Side,  

Franklin Middle School—Barkstall, Dr. Howard, 
and Garden Hills 

Jefferson Middle School—Kenwood, Robeson, 
and Westview 

 

Champaign Controlled Choice 

Champaign Controlled Choice provides options 
and opportunities for all Champaign Public school 
children.  

 Choice eliminates the need to continually 
redraw boundaries due to changes in the 
housing patterns throughout the district.  

 Choice offers parents and students an 
assurance that once students are enrolled in 
a school, they may remain in that school 
through the highest grade available.   

 Choice promotes academic excellence in all 
schools.  

 Choice promotes diversity in all schools.  

 Choice allows the District to monitor class 
size at each building.   

Family Information Center 

The Champaign Schools Marshall K. Berner 
Family Information Center has been established 
to assist families with the process of choosing a 
school.  The purpose of the center is to centralize 
the student assignment process and assist 
parents in making informed decisions regarding 
the schools they would like their children to 
attend.  Staff at the center strive to make the 
process of school selection as simple and 

Application Process 

During the application period, parents will be 
asked to complete an application indicating school 
choices.  Applications will be available at the 
Champaign Schools Family Information Center.  
All applications received during the application 
period, regardless of date, will be processed 
equally, but will have an advantage over late 
applications.  Students will be notified by mail of 

Families who choose to remain in their current 
school may do so and do not have to 

complete an application.   

Families who choose to request a voluntary 
transfer for their student(s) and parents of 
incoming kindergarten students must submit an 
application and list at least three choices in rank 
order (1,2,3) from among the District’s eleven 
elementary schools  or three middle schools; 

Families who do not receive their first choice 
school will be placed on a waiting list for that 
school.  The waiting list will expire annually at the 

Waiting List 

Families who are still interested in their first 
choice school MUST reapply each year during 
the transfer request period.  Your child will not 
automatically be placed back on the waiting 

list from year to year.   

Champaign Controlled Choice 

Will we be able to keep brothers and sisters 

together? 

Children residing at the same address  will receive 
sibling preference.  Each child must be listed on 
the student registration form. Assignments for 
siblings will be based on seat availability and 
controlled choice guidelines.  A student 
registration form must be completed for each child 
that is new to the district or requesting a voluntary 
transfer.  Every effort will be made to allow 
siblings of a child who is participating in a special 
program to attend the same school based on 
available seats and controlled choice guidelines.   

If we live within walking distance of a school, 
will we be guaranteed assignment to that 

No. However, you will receive a proximity 
preference in the school assignment process.  
Students living within the 1.5 mile walk limit 
(Proximity A) will be given preference over 
students outside the walk limit.   For schools with 
a Proximity B zone (more than 1.5 miles from any 
school, Proximity B priority school is school 
closest to home mileage wise) after Choice 
guidelines and programmatic needs have been 
met, the remaining seats will be assigned to non-
sibling students based on the 82% Proximity A 
and 18% Proximity B guidelines.  The proximity 
ratios and geographic areas may be reevaluated 
on an annual basis. 

The District uses a computer system to process 
applications.  Factors and priorities which will 
affect students assignments include:  parent 
choice, building capacity, Socioeconomic Status 
(SES), availability of special programs, presence 
of siblings in the school, and proximity preference.   

Assignment Procedure 

Stratton & Washington Elementary School is a 
district wide feeder school that allows students to 
choose their middle school based on Controlled 
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